The Mahr (Dowry) 

The mahr (dowry) is something that is paid by the man to his wife. It is paid 
to the wife and to her only as an honor and a respect given to her and to 
show that he has a serious desire to marry her and is not simply entering into 
the marriage contract without any sense of responsibility and obligation or 
effort on his part. 

It has been referred to by many names in the texts and the books of fiqh: 

* An-Nihla : Gift 

* Al-Faridha : Prescribed amount or obligation 

* Al-Hibaa' : Gift or present 

* Al-Ajr : Payment or compensation 

* Al-'Uqr : Indemnity 

* Al-'Alaa'iq : Precious things, provision 

* As-Sadaqa : Sincere gift or charity 

* At-Tawl: Ability 

* An-Nikah : Marriage 

One of the more common names for it is Al-Sadaq which comes from the 
word sidq meaning honesty or sincerity. As-San'ani (Book: Subul As-Salaam) 
explains its significance: "It indicates the sincerity of the husband's desire for 
his wife. In the religious laws before us the dowry used to go to the 
guardians." 


Proof that the Mahr is Obligatory 

Allah says in the Qur'an: "And give the women their dowries with a good 
heart..." [Nisa 4:41 

This does not mean that the woman is a product to be sold, rather it is a 
symbol of honour and respect, and a sign that the husband is willing to 
shoulder his responsibilities and fulfil his duties. 

This verse is addressed to either the husbands or the guardians. It is 
addressed to the husbands because it is their responsibility to pay the dowry. 
It could also be addressed to the guardians, not because they have to pay the 
dowry, but because in pre-Islamic jahiliya (and in much of today's "post- 
Islamic" jahiliya), they used to take the dowry of the women and not give it to 
them. This verse shows that the dowry must be given to the women and not 



kept by the guardians. 


The following verses also shows the obligatory nature of paying the dowry to 
the women: "...So for that pleasure which you have enjoyed from them, give 
them their prescribed compensation.." [Nisa 4:24] 

"...All others have been made lawful for you provided you seek (them in 
marriage) with your property..." [Nisa 4:24] 

Regarding one of the Companions who was poor and wished to marry, the 
Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) said to him: "Search for 
something, even if it is just a ring made from iron." [Bukhari & Muslim] 


Is the Dowry a Part of the Marriage Contract? 

The above has established that the dowry is obligatory. Now the question 
arises as to whether or not it (i.e., its specification and agreement on its 
amount) is one of the arkaan or the shurut of the marriage contract. In other 
words, is it valid to have a marriage contract in which the dowry is not 
stated? 

Apparently, the dowry is the right of the wife but does not form part of the 
marriage contract itself. This is based on the following clear verse in the 
Qur'an in which divorce is mentioned in a case where no dowry was agreed 
upon. Obviously, there can be no divorce if there was no marriage in the first 
place. 


"There is no sin upon you if you divorce women before touching them or 
assigning for them a dowry. And give them provision - upon the wealthy 
what is appropriate and upon he of limited resources what is appropriate - a 
provision based on the best (the "known"), an obligation upon the doers of 
good." [Baqara 2:236] 

This does not mean that it is recommended or preferable not to mention the 
dowry at the time of the marriage contract. Ibn Taymyyah, for example, 
mentions that the amount of the mahr should be mentioned at the time of the 
marriage in order to eliminate the chance for dispute later. This part of his 
argument should be extremely clear and obvious to all. His opinion was that 
the dowry is a shart or rukn of the marriage, in agreement with the Maliki 
school. That seems to be the weaker of the opinions, however. In short, there 
are three distinct cases: 

1. A case where the parties agree not to pay any dowry. This is not 
permissible and the contract is either valid with the man being forced to pay 
an appropriate dowry, or it is completely invalid (the Maliki opinion). 


2. A case where the dowry is mentioned and agreed upon at the time of the 
marriage contract. This is clearly the best approach and is agreed upon by all 
as the most complete and perfect form. The main benefit of this approach is 
that it greatly reduces the possibility of dispute in the future. 

3. A case where no dowry is mentioned or agreed upon at the time of the 
contract. This contract is sound and valid and the woman is entitled to the 
dowry that they agree upon later. If they don't specifically agree on a dowry, 
then she is entitled to "mahru al-mithl " which means: "the dowry which is 
given to women similar to her." 


The Minimum Amount of the Dowry 

There are five distinct opinions concerning the minimum amount required 
for something to be considered acceptable as a dowry. 

The First Opinion 

The minimum dowry is ten dirham (somewhere around ten dollars or the 
price of a goat today). This is based on the hadith: There is no mahr less then 
ten dirhams." 

While Ibn Hajr found this hadith to be "hassan", most other scholars of hadith 
judged it as weak. Also, it is in contradiction to the hadith cited earlier about 
the iron ring - which would not have been worth that amount. 

The Second Opinion 

According to the Malikis, the minimum required for a dowry is three 
dirhams. It must be something legal according to the shari'a which can be 
handed over to the wife. It must be a specified amount. Their argument, also, 
is that in their school, this is the minimum amount for which the thief gets the 
punishment of cutting. 

They also cite the verse: 

"And whoever of you does not have the means to wed free believing women, 
so from the believing women that your right hands possess..." [Nisa 4:25] 

Their argument is that at-taul means wealth and one who does not have three 
dirhams is not considered as possession any wealth. However, there are other 
interpretations about what the word means in this verse. 

The Third Opinion 

This opinion states that anything that can be called "wealth " (maal) and is 
accepted by the parties is permissible as the dowry. In essence, this opinion 
states that there is no minimum for the dowry. This is the opinion of the 
Shafi'is, Hanbalis, Dhahiris, Ibn Wahb of the Malikis, Al-Hassan Al-Basri and 


others. It is supported by the verse: "...All others have been made lawful for 
you provided you seek (them in marriage) with your property... " [Noble 
Quran 4:24] 

The Fourth Opinion 

Anything which can be called shai'an (a "thing ") is acceptable as dowry. This 
is the opinion of Ibn Hazm and is based on the first part of the hadith about 
the ring of iron where the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) said: 

"Search for something." He said: I have nothing. He (peace and blessings be 
upon him) said: "Search for something, even if it is just a ring made from 
iron.' [Bukhari & Muslim] 

The Fifth Opinion 

Anything which has value, regardless of whether it be something material or 
something non-material, is acceptable as dowry. According to Ibn Al- 
Qayyim, this is the strongest opinion. In fact, it seems to be the only opinion 
which takes into consideration all of the different hadith related to the 
subject. For example, Umm Sulaim accepted Abu Talha's embracing of Islam 
as her mahr. 

On another occasion, the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) accepted 
as dowry what a person knew of the Qur'an saying: "Go, for I have put her 
under your charge with what you have of the Qur'an." [Bukhari & Muslim] 

In al-Saheeh (no. 1425) narrated from Sahl ibn Sa'd al-Saa'idi, who said: "A 
woman came to the Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be 
upon him) and said, 'O Messenger of Allaah, I have come to give myself (in 
marriage) to you.' The Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be 
upon him) looked at her and looked her up and down, then the Messenger of 
Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) lowered his head and 
paused. When the woman saw that he had not made a decision about her, she 
sat down. A man from among the Sahaabah said, 'O Messenger of Allaah, if 
you are not interested in her, then marry her to me.' He said, 'Do you have 
anything?' He said, 'No, by Allaah, O Messenger of Allaah.' He said, 'Go to 
your people and see if you can find anything.' So the man went, then he came 
back and said, 'No, by Allaah, I could not find anything.' The Messenger of 
Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said, 'Look and see (if 
you can find anything), even if it is only an iron ring which you can give.' So 
he went, then came back, and said, 'No, by Allaah, O Messenger of Allaah, 
not even an iron ring. But (I have) this izaar (garment) of mine, she can have 
half of it.' The Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon 
him) said: 'What can she do with your izaar ? If you are wearing it she will 
have nothing of it.' The man sat down, then after a long time had passed, he 
got up (to leave). The Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be 
upon him) saw him leaving and called him. When he came, he said, 'What do 
you know of the Qur'aan?' He said, 'Soorah Such-and-such and Soorah Such- 
and-such.' He said, 'Do you know them by heart?' He said, 'Yes.' He said. 


'Then go, you are married to her by what you know of the Qur'aan.'" 

In other words, his mahr was to teach the woman what he knew of the 
Qur'an. 

This hadeeth shows that it is permissible for the mahr to be a little or a lot of 
whatever is considered to be wealth, if both partners agree, because an iron 
ring is extremely little. This is the madhhab of al-Shaafa'i and is also the view 
of the majority of scholars among the earlier and later generations. This was 
also the view of Rabee'ah, AbuT-Zinaad, Ibn Abi Dhi'b, Yahyaa ibn Sa'eed, 
al-Layth ibn Sa'd, al-Thawri, al-Oozaa'i, Muslim ibn Khaalid, Ibn Abi Laylaa, 
Dawood, the fuqahaa' of the scholars of hadeeth and Ibn Wahb among the 
companions of Maalik. It was also the view of all the scholars of the Hijaaz, 
Basrah, Kufa and Syria, and others, that whatever the couple agree upon is 
permissible (as a dowry), whether it is a lot or a little, such as a whip, a pair 
of shoes or an iron ring, etc. 


Is there a Sunnah with regard to mahr? 

Sharee'ah does not stipulate a certain limit for the mahr that should not be 
overstepped, but it does encourage reducing the mahr and keeping it simple. 

The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: "The best of 
marriage is that which is made easiest." Ibn Hibbaan, saheeh 

And he (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: "The best of mahrs 
is the simplest (or most affordable)." al-Haakim and al-Bayhaqi, saheeh 

And the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said to a man 
who wanted to get married: "Look (for something to give as a dowry), even if 
it is a ring of iron.' Agreed upon. 

The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) set the highest 
example for his ummah in that regard, so that a clear understanding of the 
basic principles would be implanted in society, and a spirit of simplicity 
would spread among the people. 

Abu Dawood (2125) and al-Nasaa'i (3375) narrated from Ibn 'Abbaas that 'Ali 
said: "I married Faatimah (may Allaah be pleased with her) and said: 'O 
Messenger of Allaah, let me go ahead with the marriage.' He said: 'Give her 
something.' I said: 'I do not have anything.' He said: 'Where is your Hutami 
shield?' I said, 'I have it with me.' He said, 'Give it to her.'" saheeh 

This was the mahr of Faatimah, the daughter of the Messenger of Allaah 
(peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him), the leader of the women of 
Paradise. 


This reinforces the fact that in Islam, the mahr is not something that is sought 
for its own sake. 

Ibn Maajah (1887) narrated that 'Umar ibn al-Khattaab said: "Do not go to 
extremes with regard to the dowries of women, for if that were a sign of 
honour and dignity in this world or a sign of piety before Allaah, then 
Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) would have done 
that before you. But he did not give any of his wives, and none of his 
daughters were given, more than twelve uqiyah. A man may increase the 
dowry until he feels resentment against her and says, 'You cost me 
everything I own, and caused me a great deal of hardship'." 

"Do not go to extremes" means do not exaggerate in increasing the dowry. 
"A man may increase the dowry until he feels resentment against her" 
means, until he begins to hate her when he is still paying off the debts 
incurred because of this mahr because it is too hard for him, or whenever he 
thinks about the matter. (From Haashiyat al-Sindi'ala Ibn Maajah ) 

Ibn Taymiyyah said in Majmoo' al-Fataawa, 32/194: 

Whoever thinks of increasing his daughter's mahr and asking for more than 
the daughters of the Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be 
upon him) were given - when they were the best women in this world in all 
aspects - is an ignorant fool. The same applies to asking for more than the 
Mothers of the Believers were given. This applies even if one is well off and 
can afford it. With regard to one who is poor, he should not give a mahr 
greater than he can afford to pay without any hardship. 

He also said in al-Fataawa al-Kubra: 

The words of Imam Ahmad according to the report of Hanbal imply that it is 
mustahabb for the dowry to be four hundred dirhams. This is the correct 
view in cases where the man can afford it. It is mustahabb to pay this amount 
and no more. 

In Zaad al-Ma'aad (5/178), Ibn al-Qayyim quoted some of the ahaadeeth that 
indicate that the mahr should be reduced and that there is no minimum 
amount. 

Then he said: 

These ahaadeeth indicate that there is no minimum amount for the mahr... 
and that exaggerating concerning the mahr is makrooh, and that it reduces its 
barakah (blessing). End quote. 

Muslim narrated in his Saheeh (no. 1426) that Abu Salamah ibn 'Abd al- 
Rahmaan said: "I asked 'Aa'ishah the wife of the Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allaah be upon him) what the mahr given by the Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allaah be upon him) was. She said: 'The mahr that he gave 


to his wives was twelve ooqiyahand a nashsh / He said. Do you know what a 
nashsh is? He said, she said it is half of an ooqiyah. That was five hundred 
dirhams. This was the mahr given by the Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allaah be upon him) to his wives." 

Ibn Khaldoon said: 

"The consensus of the scholars from the beginning of Islam and the time of 
the Sahaabah and the Taabi'een has been that the shar'i dirham is that of 
which ten coins weigh seven mithqaals of gold. The ooqiyah is forty dirhams 
of this type, and on this basis it is seven-tenths of a dinar... All of these 
amounts are agreed upon by scholarly consensus (ijmaa')." ( Muqaddimah 
Ibn Khaldoon, p. 263) 

Based on this, the weight of a dirham in grams is 2.975 grams. 

So the mahr of the wives of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be 
upon him) was 500 x 2.975 = 1487.5 grams of silver. The price of one gram of 
pure silver that has not been worked is approximately 1 riyal, so the mahr in 
riyals is approximately 1487.5 (saudi) riyals. In dollars it is approximately 
$396.7. 


